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Directory 

BASH      Ali Denham     01548 854 474 
Devon County Councillor   Julian Brazil     01548 511 109 
District Councillor    Richard Foss     01548 511 234 
Doctors (Chillington)       Chillington Health Centre   01548 580 214 
Doctors (Dartmouth)       01803 832 212 
Highways     Devon County Council   0845 155 1004 
Kings Arms           01803 770027  
Parish Council Chairman    Kat Gill  
Parish Council Clerk     Helen Darch    01803 770 018 
Parish Hall Commi�ee Chair   Mar�n Sobey    01803 770 127 
Parish Hall Bookings     Andrea Phillips    01803 770 786 
Probus      Graham Lewis     01803 712 248  
RSPCA          01803 859 695 
Short Mat Bowls Secretary    Tony Andrew    01803 770071 
Strete Social Club     Dorothy Teal    01803 770 982 
       Judy Bedggood    01803 770 063  
South West Water     Report leaks    0800 230 0561 
St John the Bap�st Church    Fr Sunny Paul    01803 853 406 
St Michaels Church     Revd. Alison Shaw    01803 770 868 
Strete Chapel      Derek & Gill Harris - Tony & Jan Atkins 01803 770 256 
       Tony & Jan Atkins    01548 580 227 
Stretewise Editor     Dave Jones     01803 770 059 
Totnes Ring and Ride       01803 867 878 
Tree Warden      Ian Cumberlidge    01803 770 020 
Local Emergency Services 
Emergency Fire, Ambulance, Police and Coastguard   999 or 112 
Non-emergency contact with emergency services   101 
NHS Direct  0845 4647 
Torbay Hospital 01803 614 567 Derrifiord Hospital 01752 212 082 
Totnes Hospital  01803 862 622 Kingsbridge  01546 852 349 
Strete Post Office and Stores        01803 770 225  
Opening Times:  Monday-Friday 7.30am to 5.00pm,  
Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm, Sunday 8.00am to 12.00pm 
Stoke Fleming Library Village Hall  John Lewis     01803 770 075 
Monday 3.00pm to 5.00pm, Tuesday 10.30pm to 12.30pm,  
Thursday 3.00pm to 5.00pm. Or 24 hours at devon.gov.uk/libraries 
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The Editorial 
COVID-19 is a new illness that can affect 
your lungs and airways. It’s caused by a 
type of coronavirus. Schools in the UK 
are to shut from Friday 20th March un�l 
further no�ce. The government advises 
Bri�sh people against all non-essen�al 
travel worldwide.  

 
Flares over Strete 
Thursday January 30th 
Dartmouth Coastguard 
conducted parachute 
flare training from  
Strete Gate.  
If you find yourself in  
an emergency situa�on 
or spot someone else  
in trouble, you should  
call 999 or 112 and ask 
for the Coastguard. 
 

Storm Ciara and Storm Dennis 
9th February, Storm Ciara was said to be 
the worst of the century with heavy rain 
and winds of more than 90mph.  
Container ship ‘sits it out’ and waits for 
the storm to abate in Start Bay. But then 
came Storm Dennis a European wind-
storm which became one of the most 
intense extratropical cyclones ever  
recorded reaching a minimum central 
pressure of 920 millibars.  
Storm Dennis affected the United  
Kingdom less than a week a�er Storm 
Ciara. Then, came Storm Jorge bringing 
heavy rain, winds of up to 60-75 mph 
and snow to the UK.  
The fourteenth named storm of the  
2019–20 European windstorm season.  

Stretewise  
Photographic Compe��on 2020 
The theme for the Stretewise 2020  
photographic compe��on will be  
‘Of Land And Sea’ (portrait or land-
scape) 
The closing date for all entries will be 
midnight 25th July. The first, second  

and third prize will be 
announced and prizes 
awarded at the 2020 
Strete Village Day.  
Entries should be high 
resolu�on image files 

that can be emailed to: 
stretewise@outlook.com or high quality 
prints posted delivered to 27 Start Bay 
Park, Strete, TQ6 0RY. Please include 
your full contact details with all entries 
(and your age if under 16 years). 
The winning entry will be used on the 
front cover of the October/November 
Stretewise magazine. 
Rule 1. There is no age limit. 
Rule 2. Maximum number of entries per 
person – Four. 
Rule 3. The Compe��on is free to enter. 
Rule 4. This Compe��on is open to  
all members of the public who have 
visited, or have a connec�on with the 
Parish of Strete and surrounding district. 
Rule 5. Entries must be submi�ed by 
midnight on 25th July 2020. 
Rule 6. Prints should be no smaller than 
postcard size, Digital Images should be 
no smaller than 800KB no larger than 
5MB. Image format JPEG or TIFF files. 
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From the Rectory Dear friends, 
I’d like to share this with you all. Wri�en by a rabbi, I think it expresses beau�fully 
where we are - “ I’d like to take half a minute to reflect on the human, religious  
dimension of this present hour. 
One of the brand-new terms that has entered our daily conversa�on is  
"social distancing". It is shorthand, as we know very well, for the prac�cal  
physical precau�ons that we all need to and must take in order to protect ourselves 
and others. 
I'd humbly suggest though, that we use the term itself sparingly, if at all.  
Language is a powerful shaper of thinking. And the very last thing we need right 
now, is a mindset of mutual distancing. We actually need to be thinking in the exact 
opposite way. Every hand that we don't shake must become a phone call that we 
place. Every embrace that we avoid must become a verbal expression of warmth 
and concern. Every inch and every foot that we physically place between ourselves 
and another, must become a thought as to how we might be of help to that other, 
should the need arise. It is obvious that "distancing", if misplaced or misunderstood, 
will take its toll not only upon our community's strength and resiliency, but upon 
the very integrity and meaning of our spiritual commitment. And who knows if it 
was for this �me that we have commi�ed ourselves to walk in God's ways. 
Let's stay safe. And let's draw one another closer in a way that we've never done 
before.” Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky 
I’d like to end by saying that although our churches are closed for public worship, 
they are open for prayer, reflec�on and for moments of peace and solace. The work 
of God’s Church con�nues always, so if any help is needed from your church please 
contact me on 01803 770868 Every blessing Reverend Alison. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Stay at home if you have either: 
�� a high temperature – you feel hot to touch on your chest or back.  
�� A new, con�nuous cough – this means you've started coughing repeatedly.  
Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. You do not need to contact 111 to 
tell them you're staying at home. Tes�ng for coronavirus is not needed if you're 
staying at home. 
How long to stay at home? 
�� if you have symptoms, stay at home for 7 days 
�� if you live with other people, they should stay at home for 14 days from the day 
the first person got the symptoms. If you live with someone who is 70 or over, has a 
long-term condi�on, is pregnant or has a weakened immune system, try to find 
somewhere else for them to stay for 14 days. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO STRETE PARISH COUNCIL. 
Ac�on please to help those affected by Government decree  

during the pandemic of Corvid 19  
We are advised that during the difficult �me when the elderly and vulnerable of 
Strete Parish are confined to their homes during the pandemic of Corvid 19,  
otherwise known as the coronavirus, the Strete Village Stores has undertaken to 
make deliveries of groceries and newspapers to those who are affected. 
The Village Stores will necessarily close for one hour during the early morning, in 
order to provide this vital and totally unexpected service.  
This would be at a cost to the Stores or to their customers. 
We call upon the Strete Parish Council to fund this cost by way of a suitable monthly 
grant to the Village Stores, from their con�ngency budget of funds, currently in ex-
cess of £10,000. We ask all organiza�ons and persons in Strete Village who will be 
affected to write or otherwise contact Strete Parish Council through their Secretary, 
to support this request of suppor�ve ac�on by the Council. 
Sincerely   Mar�n Sobey  
– On behalf of the Strete Parish Hall Commi�ee 

St. Michael’s Church 
Totnes Road Strete Dartmouth The Vicar is Revd. Alison Shaw. 
The PCC consists of: Church Wardens: Sally Green 01803 712 438 Brenda Range 
Roy Kendall (Treasurer) Sally Green (Ac�ng Secretary) 
Sheila Kingsley Smith (Safeguarding Officer) Dorothy Teal,  Joan Kendall.  

Due to the Corvid-19 pandemic. St. Michael’s Church is closed for  
services un�l further no�ce but is open for people to go in.  

A reason to be cheerful and thankful 
During this unprecedented health crisis, If ever there was 
a �me to be thankful to Andy and Monica for our local 
Strete Post Office and Store it is now. When major  
supermarkets struggle to cope with demand our li�le 
shop is providing it’s usual great service and support  
for the village, including delivering to the elderly and  
vulnerable. Although they are not without their own  
on-going struggle with suppliers to keep stocked up the 
shop con�nues to provide the basics and more. And a big 
thank you to all the volunteers who have offered t o help 
with collec�ng prescrip�ons and walking dogs etc. 
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Strete Chapel Notes 
Gree�ngs from the Strete Chapel Fellowship. 
Our Evangelical chapel is next to the Village shop and has been used by us for  
worship since the 1960s. Before then it was an ac�ve Methodist Chapel and has 
been used in the village as a mee�ng place for Chris�ans since the 1820s.  
The local congrega�on is augmented by holidaymakers, many of whom are regulars. 
Please join us on Sunday at 11am.  We host a good mix of speakers during the year 
who visit to preach and offer communion. We extend to you all a very warm  
welcome to come and join us in fellowship on all of these occasions.  
There is also a bible study on Wednesday a�ernoons and if you are interested 
please contact Derek on 770256. 

Breakfast for men at the Parish Hall  

We offer a warm welcome to all men to join a breakfast for men being held from 
8.30 to 9.30 on Saturday 11th April at the Hall. There is no charge and it is an  
opportunity for men in the area to meet together and share their stories. If you 
would like more informa�on please ring Derek on 770018. 

Children’s club Thursday evenings 

We also run a children’s club at the Chapel on Thursday evenings from 6.30 which is 
a�ended by children from the village and their friends. 

Wild snowdrop courtesy Ray Fletcher. 
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Stretewise 
Crossword 
Solu�on on page 72 
Across: 1. To make 
fuller or more  
complete. 
3. Cricketer known 
as ’Lord Ted’  
9. A long narrow  
inlet.  
10. Lack of  
inhibi�on. 
11. A blue green  
colour. 
14. A por�on 
16. Greek god of 
love.  
18. A playing card 
with a single mark.   
19. To apply thickly.  
20. Run fingers lightly across the strings.  23. Semi-hard cheese.   
25. A belief of being superior.  26. Able to move quickly.  28. Species of the carrot 
family.  29. A Brahmin scholar. 
Down: 1. Leave suddenly or secretly.  2. To infuriate.  4. Supernatural creature from 
German mythology.  5. A city of classical an�quity.  6. From the centre to the  
perimeter.  7. Inac�ve.  8. Offered as something desirable.  12. Las�ng 40 days.  
20. the shame or disgrace a�ached to something regarded as socially unacceptable. 
21.  Restrain, keep under control.  22. Result of a gene�c change.  24. Type of oven. 
27. Days before an important event. 

Bones 
The membership of any organisa�on is made up of sets of bones. 

There are Wishbones, who spend all their �me wishing someone else 
would do the work; along with the Jawbones, who do all the talking but 
very li�le else. Another group is the Knucklebones; they knock every-
thing that anyone else tries to do. But most valuable are the Backbones, who get 
under the load and actually do the work. Which sort of Bones are you? 
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Stretewise - Events 
Strete Parish Hall is available to hire.  
Would you like to join in with a 
club or ac�vity, even help out 
with one-off events?  

Have you got any ideas for uses  
of the hall? Do you know anyone 
who is looking for a venue?  
Would you like to run a club,  
ac�vity or give a talk?  

Contact the Parish Hall  
Commi�ee.  

Have you a special birthday or 
anniversary coming up? Why not hire the Hall with all its facili�es!  
Rates are £10 per hour, with a daily rate of £60. 

The Parish Hall is available to rent for events, clubs and ac�vi�es.  
Book through Andrea Phillips, 01803 770786. 
Or email: streteparishhall@gmail.com 
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Jack B. Yeats  
Jack B. Yeats, painter, was born at 23 Fitzroy Road, London, youngest 
child of the ar�st John Butler Yeats and Susan Yeats (née Pollexfen). 
He spent his early years moving with his family between London,  
Dublin, and Sligo as his father struggled to establish himself as an 
ar�st. From 1879 to 1887, he lived in Sligo with his maternal grandpar-
ents. He re-joined his family in London, in 1887, in order to begin his 
art training at the South Kensington School of Art, and then at the 
Chiswick School of Art. It was at Chiswick School of Art that Jack met 
his future wife, fellow student, Mary Co�enham White; they married 
23 August 1894 at the Emmanuel Church, Gunnersbury and, in 1897, 
they se�led in the coastal village of Strete, Devon.  
Jack Butler Yeats, Irish Impressionist ar�st, writer & playwright, and 
his wife Co�e, a Devon-born ar�st, lived in Fuge in the Gara valley for 
thirteen years and were visited by poets, writers, and ar�sts.  
Jack built a studio below the house by the Gara river. 
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John Butler Yeats, Jacks father described what life was like at Snails Castle in a le�er 
to Rosa Bu� in 1900, the spirit of which is captured in the pain�ng by the fire place: 
'I have had a radiant fortnight with Jack and his wife. They are so quietly happy and 
busy. Each in their own way that one asks oneself is it possible that any kind of trou-
ble should ever find them out.' (quoted in Pyle, Yeats: Portrait of an Ar�s�c Family, 

1997, p.26). An Illustrated autograph le�er signed ("Jack. B 
Yeats"), to J.C. Miles, wri�en on Christmas Eve ("...There 
isn’t any frost or snow in these parts so it doesn’t look very 
like Christmas out of doors, though those that eat too much 
plum duff tomorrow will be able to make it feel like Christ-
mas indoors..."), and regre�ng that he was unable to visit 
him on the Broads that summer. In another le�er to his 
friend J.C. Miles Jack reminisces about their �me on the 
Norfolk Broads ("...a wherry is a stranger vessel to these 
na�ves (of Devon) and I don’t doubt if a wild and daring 
Norfolk man was to a�empt to land in the bight of Start Bay 
that the inhabitants would pelt him with zider apples...") 

John Butler Yeats, 1839-1922: Jack and Co�e Yeats By The Fireplace, Snails Castle, Devon. 
July 1900. (Courtesy Sotheby's) 
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The Jack and Co�e Yeats moved from Chertsey to Coombery  
in 1897 a co�age in Fuge near Strete, four miles south of  
Dartmouth. It was so infested with snails that Jack christened it 
'Snails Castle', for which he developed his own pictogram  
depic�ng a tower on a snail's back which was repeatedly used in 

his correspondence with friends and family. Snails Castle would later be renamed as 
Cashlauna Shelmiddy (from the Irish Caisleá Seilmide). 

Jack Yeats Cashlauna Shelmiddy 1900 
(Courtesy Sotheby's) 

Jack and Co�e Yeats, with Hooley (short for hooligan) outside 
the studio at Snail’s Castle 1897. (Courtesy Sotheby's) 
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These figures were painted by Yeats for his miniature 
plays, staged for the neighbouring children during the 
�me when he and his wife Co�e were living in Snails 
Castle. By his own account: "Every Christmas for a  
number of years it has been my habit to entertain the 
children of the valley in which I live, and for their 
amusement I first set up my miniature stage. The size of 
the proscenium of my theatre is three foot nine inches 
wide and one foot ten inches high... The scenes in my 
plays are pasted on cardboard and painted in water colours... The characters are 
also drawn on cardboard and cut out. They are about nine or ten inches high, so 
that an audience of two or three dozen people can sit comfortably and yet not be 
too far away to see them well. The whole idea of my theatre was suggested to me 
of course by those fine old penny plain and tuppence coloured plays of our grand-
fathers... And deligh�ul the sheets of characters are, magnificent pirates and rob-
bers, and graceful lovely Nancies... Seeing that to make a play go without a hitch 
the business must be very simple, I write all my plays with as li�le movement or 
the figures as possible, they slide into their place; I fix them upon slides of thin lath 
coloured to match the flooring of the stage, and unfold the plot by the dialogue - 
though most of my characters do li�le but talk, and walk, majes�cally... My foot-
lights are candles with small reflectors, and some�mes at the back of the scene, 
when it is intended to shine through a transparent part of the backcloths as in the 
shipwreck scene in Esmeralda Grande, when the ligh�ng was illuminated from be-
hind... As to the plays, I write them all myself. So what shall I say of them, but that I 
admire them all but I like the pira�cal ones the best"  
('My Miniature Theatre', in Collected Plays of Jack B. Yeats, edited by Robin Skel-
ton, 1971, pp.17-19). 
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Yeats made daily sketches 
throughout his life which served 
as a visual diary, using Rowney 
ring back sketchbooks.  
The earliest example is dedicated 
to Strete and a Harbertonford 
Sports Fair 13th July 1899 this  
includes the original programme 
of events within the sketchbook.  

The farmers ordinary 
(Fair Day dinner,  
Devonshire)  
pencil, watercolour  
and gouache. 

(Courtesy Sotheby's) 
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Devon Coast, 1897 the first year at Snails Castle. Could this be Pilchard Cove, Strete Gate? 

(Courtesy Sotheby's) 

(Courtesy Sotheby's) 



14 

Harbertonford Sports Fair 13th July 1899. 

A young gent’s request for credit is not going well. 
The regulars listen in an�cipa�on and stay well out of the way. 

(Courtesy Sotheby's) 
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‘Rabbi�ng’ an image of a  
determined hunter looking 
for his prey while his dog 
stands guard. The dog  
appears to be modelled on  
Yeats' own dog, 'Hooley'  
who features in many of the  
ar�st's sketches of domes�c 
life in Devon .  
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The Li�le Gara River 1900 

A LITTLE FLEET - “The following account of the Fleet, and of the various histories of 
the voyages of the vessels which compose it, has been wri�en out by me at the 
request of the owners. I have also made for them the drawings and the chart which 
illustrate the account. 

The owners of this small merchant fleet had nowhere else handy to float their  
vessels in than the small and winding Gara river and a very small pond; the vessels 
when upon the river drove along with the stream, their sails, when they had any, 
only being of use to get them out of bad places, except occasionally when the cur-
rent ran slowly; then, with a fair wind, the “Pasear” and the “Monte,” at any rate, 
would walk along at a fine pace. 

Long, light s�cks were carried to steer the ships round dangerous corners, and 
through narrow and difficult channels like the Two Snags; and when I say she 
steered this way, or her skipper took such a course, you will understand it is just put 
that way because it sounds be�er. 

The two longest voyages were those of the “Theodore” and the “Pasear,” both of 
which vessels travelled about a mile along the river. The owners think that any oth-
er li�le boys who live near a stream sufficiently deep to float ships drawing so li�le 
water might like to follow their example and build a fleet, therefore I am to tell you 
how each vessel was built, as well as the story of its voyage. 

JACK B. YEATS,      

Gara River. 
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“What we liked best was seeing 
the vessels of our fleet  

tearing and gliding and shoo�ng 
down the flood and through the 

currents of the Gara river.” 

The Fleet, and the various histories of 
the voyages of the vessels. 

(Courtesy Sotheby's) 
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The first Olympic medal won by the Irish Free State was a silver medal in 1924, 
awarded to Jack Butler Yeats for his 1923 pain�ng The Liffey Swim.   

Games of the VIII Olympiad  
Between 1912 and 1948 the arts took part alongside spor�ng 
events in the Olympic Games. The arts sec�on was broken 
down into five categories: architecture, literature, music, 
pain�ng and sculpture.  The Liffey Swim oil pain�ng, now 
hanging in the Na�onal Gallery, Ireland, features spectators 
watching the race as the swimmers are approaching O’Con-

nell Bridge. The man wearing the brown 
fedora is thought to be Yeats, and the woman in the yellow 
hat, his wife Co�e Yeats. In the Olympic compe��on  
records the pain�ng is simply en�tled Swimming.  
The Olympic art compe��ons were encouraged by Baron 
Pierre de Couber�n, the father of the modern Olympic 
movement. He wanted the Olympics to include not just  
athle�cs but cultural and ar�s�c exer�ons, to “represent the 
reunion of the muscles and the mind”. In keeping with the 
amateur spirit of the games, no prize money was offered.   
Baron Pierre de Couber�n. 

Olympic silver 1924 

(Jack B. Yeats (1871-1957) The Liffey Swim, 1923 Oil on canvas 61 x 91 cm 
Na�onal Gallery of Ireland Collec�on © Na�onal Gallery of Ireland) 
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From 1920, he developed into an intensely  
Expressionist artist, moving from illustration 
to Symbolism. He believed that ‘a painter 
must be part of the land and of the life he 
paints’. His artistic development, has helped 
articulate and observe life around him 
throughout his working life.  
Yeats's paintings were no longer the strong 
bold strong lines of an illustrator but became 
increasingly expressive. Brushwork and  
colour were used freely. Yeats once told  
Victor Waddington that if his paintings 
worked for everyone in different ways it was 
a good painting (see H. Pyle, op. cit., p.xxix)  

Jack Butler Yeats, RHA   
A STORM / GAILLSHION   
Painted in 1936. (Courtesy Sotheby's) 

“Profile of Jack Butler Yeats with pipe from Jack Butler Yeats photograph album,  
Y1/JY/7/3/24/14, Yeats Archive, Na�onal Gallery of Ireland.”  [c.1900-1910] 
It is most likely to have been taken by Jack’s wife, Mary Co�enham Yeats.  
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Cashlauna Shelmiddy the Studio,1900 by Elizabeth Corbet Yeats. Na�onal Gallery of Ireland 
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VE DAY 75th ANNIVERSARY 
When VE Day dawns on 8th May 2020  
it will be 75 years since the guns fell 
silent at the end of the war in Europe.  
Years of carnage and destruc�on had 
come to an end and millions of people 
took to the streets and pubs to  
celebrate peace, mourn their loved – 
ones and to hope for the future.  

Contributed by   
Mr Raymond S Huddart QPM 
A poem to reflect his experiences as  
a Churchill tank driver in WW 2 and  
rela�ng this to the tank at Torcross  
and experiences at Slapton Sands.  
“a fairly regular visitor to Dartmouth  
I always make a point of visi�ng the tank 
at Slapton and quietly pay homage to all 
my fellow ‘ tankies’ ( I was a Churchill 
tank driver in WW 2, serving in Italy and  
Germany ). Researching the story of the 
tragic event led me to penning this  
tribute with my kindest regards”    
Ray Huddart. 

AN ODE TO SLAPTON SANDS 
I’ve laughed and cried in equal measure
– so glad to find a book to treasure. 
A tale reflec�ng gruesome days when, 
looking out o’er rolling waves - so much 
youth to succumb and perish - only 
memoirs le� to cherish. 
When countless kin ‘across the pond’ - 
losing those of whom so fond - were le� 
bere� and keen to know WHO struck 
this sickening blow?  
Alas, for years, kept in the dark,  
deprived of facts bizarre and stark - an 
act of warfare so horrendous - release 
of detail so stupendous that, revealing  

all could gravely threaten, morale  
already stressed and weak - when final 
victory’s chance seemed bleak. 
A brave man then emerged - Ken Small - 
whose search for truth ashamed them 
all. His surname? Surely one mammoth 
misnomer - for a humble Strete beach-
comber! 
He faced the power of  Government’s 
large yet, not dismayed by barrier’s 
high, encountering many prepared to 
lie, the Sherman tank on Blighty's shore 
- is instant proof of his success - a seeker 
of truth who many bless. 
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Free delivery 
Quality firewood throughout the South Hams 

 

CHRIS 
079 122 869 17 

TREE & HEDGE CARE 
GARDEN CLEARANCE 

SEASONED 
HARDWOOD LOGS 

A Very Big Thank You to the Stretewise delivery team  
Brenda Range, Liane Baldock, Colleen Seymour, Heather Robinson, Joan Kendall, 
Pauline Pearce, Chris Burne, Shirley and John Goldring, Rosemarie Stevens,  
David Wall and Trudy Rothwell and not forge�ng Monica and Andy and the team at 
the Strete Post Office and Stores. Please forgive me if I have le� anyone out.  
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Stretewise Magazine Subscrip�on 2020 

Subscrip�ons for 
Stretewise 2020 
are now due. 

To order your six issues of Stretewise, for 2020, please add your  
details to a subscrip�on slip available from the Strete shop. Please give your 
slip and payment to Monica and Andy at the Strete Post Office and Stores.  
Payment for six magazine issues 2020 = £4.00 

By comple�ng the subscrip�on slip and making your payment you will ensure 
that Stretewise is delivered to you by our wonderful and dedicated distribu-
�on team. 

We thank you in advance and hope for your con�nued support for Stretewise 
the village and surrounding area magazine. 

email: stretewise@outlook.com   www.stretewise.co.uk 

Thank you to the subscribers that have responded and paid their subscrip�on. 
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Please call Paula Hounslow on 01803 770 011 
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Philip Ellio�   
Company Director  
01803 770787   07974 382158   
philip@ellio�-construc�on.co.uk   
www.ellio�-construc�on.co.uk   

Sunnyhurst  Baileys Meadow  Stoke Fleming TQ6 0QD 

Building company established 1980 in Stoke Fleming.   

Projects have included:     
Stoke Fleming Village Hall.   
Houses at Deer Combe, houses by the Green Dragon,   
Frenchman’s Creek.  

ELLIOTT Construc�on  01803 770787   
A�en�on to detail and quality.  
Tradi�onal skills without living in the past.   

Beau�ful garden design  
in the South West.  
Experienced Qualified  
Trained Local Garden  
Designer.    
Dartmouth Born and Bred   
- familiar with plant tolerances 
for climate and condi�on.  
Qualified garden and plan�ng  
designer experienced in wide  
variety of styles.   
RHS trained in advanced  
hor�culture.   

Complete Garden Design 
offered or individual  
borders or areas. 

shoreline 
pplanting design 

Julie Ellio�  
01803 770787  
m 07989 564082  
julie_ellio�@hotmail.com 

From 

Beau�ful Garden    
Design in the  
South West 
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From 
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We really 
welcome 

dogs 

Perfect for walkers and nature lovers, comfy 
C18th cottages in 20acres of unspoilt S Devon 

valley in AONB, upstream from Slapton Ley 
National Nature Reserve. Own fenced garden, 

log burner, walks from the cottage door. 
Close to beaches and pretty villages.  

A real digital detox and off the grid holiday. 
Holidays like they used to be, away from it all…. 

Open all year short breaks available. 
Phone us on 01803 770219 
or see www.watermillcottages.co.uk 

 

01548 853322 
KINGSBRIDGE 

For help and advice regarding 
your animals, large or small, 
contact our friendly staff.  

Stumpy Post Surgery, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 4BL  

www.selworthyvets.co.uk 
recep�on@selworthyvets.co.uk 
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Jack's farewell party 
 

Amber and Jack  

Jack’s friends bid him farewell and there was a special cake. 

Jack is a guide dog which has been trained by Sarah  
who lives in Magnolia co�age opposite the village 
field. Jack came to the end of his training at the end 
of January and has now joined his new blind owner.  
Many of Jack’s canine friends and owners gathered 
to bid him farewell and enjoy a very special cake. 
h�ps://www.guidedogs.org.uk/how-you-can-help/
volunteering-for-guide-dogs  

(Pictures courtesy of Nick Shepherd) 
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Sco�sh Themed Evening. Friday 24th January 
Strete Parish Hall Contributed by Joan Kendall 
Entering the hall tables had been laid up with tartan napkins, bo�les aglow 
with lights and sprigs of heather.  Tartan bun�ng adding a real Sco�sh theme. 
Unfortunately, due to clashing of evening with our next village, we did not 
have such a good turn out as usual but what an evening those who could not 
make it missed. 
When all seated Jonathan kicked 
the evening off with the first part 
of a quiz with ques�ons all con-
nected to Scotland. 
It was �me for the address to the 
Haggis, done by Maggie, who has 
just moved into the village and is 
from Scotland by birth, the Haggis 
being paraded around the room by 
Trudy.  This complete, David and 
Trudy served up generous por�ons of the tradi�onal Haggis dish.  Whisky was 
supplied to toast the haggis.  A surprise was a very nice oat desert served on a 
shortbread biscuit topped with a raspberry. 
Food over we got back to the second half of the quiz.  All the teams had given 
themselves a Sco�sh name for their team.   The victorious team being the 
MacDougalls with 23 points. 
To bring the evening to a close the draw took place and we all joined in the 
singing of Auld Lang Syne.  Address to the Haggis 
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From 
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Specialising in: 
Roof Repairs 
Gu�er Installa�on 
Gu�er Cleaning 
UPVC replacement/     
repair  
Cement  Work 
Glazing 
Holiday Home  
Maintenance  
Joinery  

 

No job too small 
No VAT 

No call out charge 
 

Tip the scales in your 
favour—choose a  
reputable trader 

 
Friendly Professional  

Service 
Free Es�mates 

Property Repairs 

D M Edwards 
established 1984 

07713 636 251 
Locally based sole trader 
established over 30 years 

Trusted and Reliable 
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Can You Help? 
offer just half an hour to  

help run a stall 

Can You Bake 
Scones or Cakes? 

to be sold in the tea room 

Can You Help 
Erect Marquees 
and Gazeboes? 

and take them down  
again a�er the day 

Can You Help 
Direct Traffic 

and 
Guide Visitors? 

collect entry fees and  
supervise car parking 

Can You Help 
Organise Ac�vi�es?  

children's races and the dog show  

Do You Have 
Ideas For New 
A�rac�ons? 

ac�vi�es not included before 
or things that were enjoyed in 

past village days 

Dona�ons also  
needed for the  
Tombola and 

Grand Draw Prizes? 

Can You Help? 

Contact:  
email: p.g.penhale@hotmail.com  Tel: 01803 771005 
email: daverjones@outlook.com  Tel: 01803 770059 

Prepara�ons for this year’s Strete Village Day 2020 are well underway with an  
enthusias�c and well a�ended gathering for the first planning mee�ng.  

Everyone is invited to the Village Day planning mee�ngs at the Parish Hall.  
Your ideas and commitment to help will ensure we have another enjoyable and 

memorable Strete Village Day on Saturday 1st August 2020.  

The next Village Day planning mee�ng:  
7.00pm Wednesday 6th May at the Parish Hall.  

(Subject to government restric�ons) 
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PRESENT 
Cllr Kate Gill, Chairman (KG); Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Ian 
Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Peter 
Hales (PH); Mrs. Helen Darch – Clerk; two members of the public. 
PUBLIC FORUM 
Mr Edwards and Mr Deuchar a�ended the mee�ng to present their plans to take on 
a ten-year lease of the Kings Arms and run it for the community. They were current-
ly in discussions with the publican on the lease. There would be a number of events 
and ac�vi�es on offer. Among these could be a cinema, breakfasts, takeaway, music 
and local food nights. A calendar of events is being drawn up and local opinion will 
be canvassed. Price is likely to be less than a bistro pub would charge. They com-
mented, although there is a decline in pub numbers overall, there is growth in large 
pubs or those run as community pubs. In the first year they will assess custom and 
the type of customer they would a�ract in Strete and are likely to close in January 
which is normal in this area. Their inten�on is to employ a manager and kitchen 
staff. They then asked for the observa�ons of the parish council on their proposals.  
Councillors asked a number of ques�ons. These included catering for allergies which 
is now well-provided for in the catering trade. The inten�on is to open every night 
for from Easter and Wednesday to Saturday in the winter. A lunch for the elderly 
could be accommodated. Marke�ng would be done via social media, the website 
and in Stretewise. The dra� Asset of Community Value applica�on was touched on. 
Councillors remarked on how they directed visitors to the pub as a ma�er of course. 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The County Councillor was absent so there was no report.  
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The District Councillor was absent so there was no report.  
0120/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge Division 
(JB); Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF). 
0120/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 19 DECEMBER 2019 
The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by 
the Chairman.   

STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ     
streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD IN STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 16 JANUARY 2020 AT 7.00 PM  
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0120/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, includ-
ing the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be consid-
ered at this mee�ng. IC declared an interest in Agenda item 10. 
0120/4    CLERK’S REPORT 
A number of enforcements, planning and highways issues had been circulated to the 
county and district councillors for discussion prior to the mee�ng. It was intended 
these would be discussed in their reports. Councillors then decided to discuss these 
and refer on any ac�on points. 
Enforcement  
Three enforcement issues have been raised and these are ongoing. RC stressed he 
was keen to ensure works complied with approved plans during construc�on to re-
move the need to get retrospec�ve planning done. 
Planning 
Next, Landcombe [2859/19/HHO and 2857/19/CLP] was discussed. Planners had 
confirmed before the mee�ng that new applica�ons were due to be submi�ed in 
respect of the site.  
Resolved: The Clerk obtain confirma�on from SHDC planners on what works could 
and couldn’t be undertaken under the split decision issued by the Development 
Management Commi�ee on the cer�ficate of lawfulness [CLP]. They also request-
ed an enforcement be raised if needed on works taking place.  
Since the mee�ng the Clerk has consulted the planning department at SHDC to ask 
advice on what works can and can’t be done at present before the new applica�ons 
are granted and given the split CLP decisions made. Planners informed HD that there 
is a watching brief over the site. Discussions are taking place and out of these there 
should be new planning applica�ons. 
The Old Byre [2031/18/FUL and 2900/19/VAR] where works commenced recently 
and there has been some disrup�on on the road. Sweeping is taking place nightly 
and the site intended to perform a full sweep of the A379 on Friday 17th.  
Resolved: Councillors would like the enforcement team to visit.  
Blindwells. RC and IC reported on the felling of storm-damaged trees before Christ-
mas. The contractors said they would be back in February to remove trees at the top 
of the site. A Tree Preserva�on Order [TPO 983] is in place on certain trees on the 
site. Resolved: The Clerk would confirm with the tree manager at SHDC whether 
an applica�on to have trees felled in February was received . 
Since the mee�ng the Clerk has spoken with the tree manager and confirmed no ap-
plica�on had been received for felling of trees at the top of the site. Unless these 
trees were named in the TPO the applica�on was not required. 
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Highways, paths and other ma�ers 
Prideaux Lane. GC updated the mee�ng on the situa�on whereby road racing had 
taken place along the lane between the A379 and the Start Bay estate ini�ally be-
fore Christmas and on a couple of occasions. This has been reported to the police 
and JB as the county councillor.  The police are inves�ga�ng whether a crime has 
been commi�ed and they can then act on it. GC had researched temporary barriers 
to put up on the Lane and the usefulness of ‘No entry’ signs. Resolved: The Clerk 
would speak with the footpaths [Rights of Way] officer on what could be erected 
on the public right of way.  
Since the mee�ng the Clerk has spoken with the Rights of Way officer and ma�ers 
are ongoing. A Locality grant applica�on for £250 has been submi�ed toward the 
cost of two barriers and concrete founda�ons. 
Speed limits on the A379 from Frogmore to Blackpool Sands. A parishioner emailed 
to request the current 40-mile and hour limit on the road, in par�cular on the sharp 
bend out of the village, be reviewed as they felt the speed limit was too fast. 
Resolved: The Clerk approach Lisa Edmonds to review the speed limit from Frog-
more down to Blackpool. 
Since the mee�ng the Clerk has passed on the request to Lisa, JB and Highways to 
review the exis�ng speed limit on that stretch of road. 
A379/Totnes road junc�on condi�ons A parishioner had emailed the Clerk on 10th 
January to express concern on the state of the road with heavy mud and wet condi-
�ons. The buddle holes are being cleared by IC but heavy traffic from site works and 
farmers means the roads are ge�ng dirty. The Clerk had promised to raise this at 
the mee�ng and see if the gully sucker could be sent out to clear the drains. 
Since the mee�ng the Clerk has spoken with Lisa Edmonds on ge�ng a gully sucker 
to visit but was informed the visit can only be done in accordance with the schedule, 
so July is the earliest. Other provision is being inves�gated.  
Signs and public rights of way. The Public Rights of Way officer [Paul McFadden] 
had been contacted about the signs that are uprooted at the A379 down from Ash-
erne and Prideaux Lane. He replied to say the works would be done by March this 
year.  
DPI [disclosable pecuniary interest]. The Clerk checked with the SLCC on the ma�er 
of IC working on the buddle holes and ge�ng paid. This is permissible provided he 
declares an interest when he a�ends and speaks at commi�ee and the Clerk will 
update his register of interests. 
Website accessibility requirements. Regula�ons came in in September 2018 that 
require public bodies with websites to have these compliant with accessibility stand-
ards by 23rd September 2020. The Society of Local Council Clerks [SLCC] is publishing  
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further guidance and the Clerk is booked on a course on 29th January which covers 
the requirements amongst other issues. The Clerk also contacted Ian Judge at Kings-
bridge Websites for advice but he doesn’t know any more at the moment.  
The report was received. 
0120/5 CHAIR’S REPORT   16th January 2020 
Slapton Line & Strete Gate. These are rolled into one tonight with the addi�on of 
the custody of the War Memorial which is to have a new home in the picnic area at 
Strete Gate. Peter Chamberlain has forwarded his latest document via email which 
you will all have had by now. It is up for discussion this evening.  
Councillors discussed arrangements down at Strete Gate in par�cular landscaping 
and planning permission. Peter Chamberlain’s email of 7th January had requested 
the three parishes [Strete, Slapton and Stokenham] provide him with an informal 
indica�on of whether the arrangement proposed in that email is likely to be ac-
ceptable to [] your Parish Council.  Councillors commented they wanted more infor-
ma�on on what was planned before they responded.  Resolved: first, KG to find out 
when planning permission was due. Second, Strete PC could not agree at the mo-
ment to the proposals in Peter Chamberlain’s email and wanted more informa�on.   
Playpark. Helen Hardwicke has sent her monthly report. Sadly, we don’t get her 
photographs. We s�ll need to change the informa�on on the signs which is in hand. 
Kings Arms.  Peter has very kindly done a great deal of research on the ac�vity of 
the pub. It is currently closed and s�ll the subject of a Community Asset Order. This 
regardless of current informa�on will be required to be renewed. DR advised the 
two proposed lessees be informed that the Asset of Community Value order is in 
place and of the council’s inten�on to renew the order this year.  
Resolved: The Clerk will write to Mr Edwards and Mr Deuchar to welcome them, 
thank them for a�ending and to men�on again the Council’s applica�on for the 
Asset of Community Value. 
Road maintenance. Ian has taken on the job of buddle hole maintenance. I under-
stand he was very ably assisted by Nee�e McCoy in the clearing of the one on the 
Totnes Road a couple of days ago. Due to the appalling weather and a vast quan�ty 
of tractors and trailers travelling along this road, not to men�on the return of the No 
3 bus due to roadworks in Stoke Fleming, the verges become damaged. Then add 
the soil and debris to the mud larking and to everyone’s annoyance. The pothole 
saga is s�ll ongoing. 
Doggie poo bins. We do have a spare poo bin which if needed could be used. A suit-
able site would have to be found. This bin was originally purchased for Strete Gate 
but due to the damage/closure of Slapton Line one was moved from nearer Slapton 
to us. A parishioner had emailed the Clerk about the possibility of there being more 
dog poo bins in the village and if the council had any concerns on where these would  
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be located. At present there are two with one spare. Councillors wanted to be cer-
tain the bins would be emp�ed regularly before any more were installed.  
Resolved: The Clerk to write to the parishioner sta�ng the council has a bin in 
hand and that we want to ensure a protocol for having bins emp�ed. The Clerk 
would also confirm with SHDC whether there would be provision for emptying 
addi�onal dog poo bins in the waste collec�on cycle. 
Since the mee�ng the Clerk has spoken with SHDC who have advised that there is no 
capacity to add extra bins to the waste collec�on round. Exis�ng bins could be relo-
cated to more ‘popular’ loca�ons if that was helpful. 
The Chair’s report was received. 
0120/6     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
We are s�ll to write to SHDC to complain about Blindwells. 
0120/7 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
NP Report for PC – January 2020 
A le�er from Mr Dixon in response to the word change proposals for policies SNP8 
and SNP9 in SNP was received during the Christmas holiday. 
In the le�er Mr Dixon acknowledges the revised wording proposals provide his cli-
ents with an opportunity for further discussions to take place. 
Mr Dixon con�nues to have viability concerns with CFF site despite the majority of 
the word changes reflec�ng those submi�ed by Mr Dixon. In par�cular, the pro-
posed car park and the number of second homes with a residency restric�on. 
Mr Dixon has also requested details of likely condi�ons and costs that might be ap-
plied by SHDC in connec�on with development in CFF. In par�cular, educa�on, lei-
sure and recrea�on facili�es as well as Sec�on 106 condi�ons. 
SHDC have replied with the following: 
Normally a scheme such as this would include the 106 obliga�ons: 
1. i) Educa�on infrastructure contribu�ons if there is no capacity in local schools  

ii) Educa�on transport to school contribu�on  
Devon County Council (educa�on Authority) determine the amounts.  
Please contact Mark Andrews at DCC to obtain details. 

2. Contribu�ons towards open space, sport a recrea�on dependent on what is pro-
posed to be provided on site and adequacy of local facili�es – Amount is currently 
calculated based on adopted OSSR SPD (approx. £900 per bed space if full 
amount is required….and commonly it is), however the emerging SPD has a new 
formula for calcula�ng payments. 

3. Management company for POS and SUDs in public areas 
4. It is likely (but not certain)  that a site like this would need a Landscape and Eco-

logical Management Plan  (LEMP)– the content of which would normally be  
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agreed by condi�on – but is likely to contain recommenda�ons about future man-
agement of public landscaped areas, hedgerow  boundaries etc to maximise biodi-
versity and landscape benefits – the on-going implementa�on of such a plan is usual-
ly ensured by a 106 Obliga�on. 
You should also factor in a likely requirement for natural slate roofs given the site’s 
loca�on. 
Mr Dixon has also requested that the whole of CFF site be included in the plan and 
that agreed wording be included in policy SNP8 to support this. 
In reply it has been suggested that the eventual policy to reflect that development 
can be accommodated within the whole of CFF site without necessarily including all 
of the land in the built development seems reasonable.  In addi�on, Mr Dixon has 
been informed that it should be borne in mind that the areas to the west of the site 
have been precluded from the plan as a result of concerns from Historic England and 
others during the consulta�on period. It will be necessary, therefore, to ensure that 
any proposal for this larger area is worded in the Plan to meet those concerns and 
be agreed before inclusion. 
A formal request has been submi�ed to Deborah McCann, the Examiner, reques�ng 
approval for and extension to the examina�on suspension period un�l the end of 
April 2020 to enable Mr Dixon sufficient �me to undertake a detailed viability analy-
sis on the policy word change proposals submi�ed. Support for the proposed viabil-
ity analysis process together with the objec�ve of enabling the examina�on process 
to resume asap has been confirmed to the Examiner. 
Confirma�on of this extension was received on Monday 13th January 2020. 
In correspondence received this week from Mr Dixon he has subsequently request-
ed that further revised wording be submi�ed in respect of widening the CFF site to 
include those areas within the Conserva�on Area to avoid further delay for consider-
a�on of the revised plan. 
Mr Dixon has been asked to undertake his viability assessment based on the chang-
es and poten�al cost implica�ons he has received before further changes to the plan 
are submi�ed for considera�on. 
If CFF site is widened to include the areas within the Conserva�on Area I have been 
advised that the current examina�on would need to be cancelled.  
To con�nue, the plan would have to be re-dra�ed to include all the changes, includ-
ing a revised site plan, that would then be subject to another Regula�on 15 consul-
ta�on period of 6 weeks. 
Whilst this is exaspera�ng for all involved, to achieve an end result, it is currently 
recommended that nego�a�ons with Mr Dixon should con�nue.  
GC asked if the examiner requests that Cox’s Farm Field is removed from the dra� 
plan does the plan have to go back for consulta�on? Resolved: RC would check this 
with Duncan Smith at SHDC. The NP report was received. 
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0120/8 UPDATE ON THE SLAPTON LINE, PLACING OF THE WAR MEMORIAL & 
PROVISION OF EXTRA PARKING ALONG THE SLAPTON LINE 
This has already been covered in 0120/5.  
0120/9 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
Greenspace. There had been no scheduled grass cu�ng under the contract or any 
required. The contractor was s�ll due to visit and do works on rolling the road down 
at Prideaux Lane [Severns Co�ages] a�er the ‘road race’ incident. This was noted.  
0120/10 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
KG (Chair) Playpark. This was covered in 0120/5. 
LN Transport and Roads. LN confirmed the road junc�on at the A379 and Totnes 
Road would be cleaned tomorrow. DCC Highways was not providing clear no�ces for 
road works and where these were taking place. John Gilbert had sent a quote of 
£435 plus VAT to cut the hedges. The addi�onal strip of hedge to the bo�om of Vic-
arage Lane onto the A379 was costed at £20 but LN will confirm the price with the 
contractor.  
DR Health and Safety. DR confirmed the defibrillator cabinet outside the Hall had 
been removed. 
IC Rights of Way, tree warden and Strete Gate.   
Rights of way. The latest TPO [996] was put in place because of tree felling ac�vity 
by a resident of Vicarage Lane. IC asked if there were any covenants in the deeds of 
proper�es along that road as some debate was taking place over the heights of 
hedges.  IC wondered if the covenants on the Village Green extended to the proper-
�es alongside. The Totnes Road buddle hole [near the bench] was ge�ng blocked 
due to ac�vity with farm tractors and other heavy road users. The buddle hole up by 
Philip Knight was okay. 
Tree warden. Nothing else to report.  
Strete Gate. Nothing to report. 
RC Planning and Neighbourhood Plan. RC recommended a construc�on manage-
ment plan is submi�ed as a ma�er of course with planning applica�ons. This follows 
on from the construc�on traffic and dirty road condi�ons which arose from the 
works to The Old Byre though in this instance the contractor did clean the road. 
PH The VAS sign and local transport liaison.  PH noted there was nothing to add.  
GC Village Green. One gate post on the swing gate is broken and needs to be re-
placed. GC wondered who did this originally and to get quotes to replace. GC 
showed examples of temporary traffic barriers that could be installed along 
Prideaux Lane. The overall cost was es�mated at around £250. GC also asked if the 
council would consider making a grant to the local Ci�zens Advice Bureau.  
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Councillors agreed £50 to be added to the 2020/21 budget. PH was against because 
he was opposed to the increased precept agreed in his absence at the December 
mee�ng. LN asked where the funding would come from. 
A�er the mee�ng PH asked the Clerk to look at the making of the grant to a regis-
tered charity and whether this could be done by a parish council. The Clerk confirmed 
that small amounts could be granted to local chari�es that directly benefi�ed the 
local area under s137 Local Government Act 1972.  
0120/11(a) FINANCE    
The Clerk supplied the mee�ng with a list of cheques for payment. One late cheque 
1694 was added to the list on the agenda for training for the Clerk. This is covered in 
Minute 0120/4.    

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise payments as enumerated 
above. 
0120/11(b) FINANCE 
A monitoring report for the year to December 2019 had been circulated already 
along with a cashflow projec�on.  The latest projec�on of 2019/20 to the end of 
March 2020 gives CR 3,653.23. It was agreed the latest monitoring should be pub-
lished on the no�ceboards.  Resolved the Clerk would provide the monitoring 
statements for the boards and website.  
0120/11(c) FINANCE 
Cash at bank –. £6,777.33CR Current account at 08/01/20, £10,288.84CR Business 
Reserve account at 08/01/20. 
0120/11 (d) FINANCE.  
Precept. The budget set for 2020/21 was discussed in detail. PH had not been pre-
sent at the budget-se�ng mee�ng and so could not have his views represented 
[Sch12 s39 LGA 1972]. He stated the increase could not be jus�fied as he felt there 
were sufficient funds in reserves to cover planned ac�vity. KG observed that the 
council had gone on the advice of RF who counselled the mee�ng to make an in-
crease. [District Councillor report 12/19]. GC commented that parish councils were 
being asked to take on services previously provided by other �ers of local govern-
ment. A full debate took place and a number of items were discussed.  

1692- Strete Parish Hall hire December 
£30 [£20 for PC and £10 for NP]. 

1693- Clerk salary January £249. 
  

1694 – Society of Local Council Clerks 
course fees for a�endance on update 
course for Clerks 29th January £51. 
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Resolved: The Clerk update budgets and send these around for comment. A discus-
sion took place on the frequency and efficacy of road sweeping and whether this 
needed to be added to the budget. Resolved: RC offered to supply names and con-
tacts of firms who supplied a road sweeper.  
LN men�oned she would organise a li�er pick to take place in February before the 
growth gets too high. Resolved: LN to arrange a li�er pick in February.  
0120/12 CORRESPONDENCE 
Correspondence as listed on the agenda was noted. A late le�er from Messrs Savills 
concerning the Neighbourhood plan was received and passed on to RC. PH noted a 
£200 grant had been secured by the Social Club from the South Devon and Torbay 
Community Grants Fund 2019 through Dartmouth Caring last year. GC men�oned 
social prescribing and that Nick Hindmarsh of the Council for Voluntary Service 
could come and speak to the council on this. 
0120/13 REPORTS 
Councillors were asked if there was anything else to add. All declined.  
0120/14 THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 20 

FEBRUARY 2020 IN STRETE PARISH HALL AT 7.00 PM.  
THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.45 p.m. 
Signed:  Cllr Kate Gill (Chair)    Dated: 20 FEBRUARY 2020 
ACTION POINTS: Clerk: to obtain confirma�on on Landcombe from SHDC planners 
on what works could and couldn’t be undertaken under the split decision issued 
by Development Management Commi�ee on the cer�ficate of lawfulness [CLP]; 
to request an enforcement be raised if needed on works taking place; to request 
the enforcement team visit The Old Byre; to confirm with the tree manager at 
SHDC whether an applica�on to have trees felled in February was received for 
Blindwells; to speak with the footpaths [Rights of Way] officer on what could be 
erected on the public right of way; to approach Lisa Edmonds to review the 
speed limit from Frogmore down to Blackpool; to write to Mr Edwards and Mr 
Deuchar to welcome them, thank them for a�ending and to men�on again the 
Council’s applica�on for the Asset of Community Value; to write to the parish-
ioner sta�ng the council has a bin in hand and that we want to ensure a protocol 
for having bins emp�ed; to confirm with SHDC whether there would be provision 
for emptying addi�onal dog poo bins in the waste collec�on cycle; to provide the 
monitoring statements for the boards and website; to update budgets and send 
these around for comment. 
KG: to find out when planning permission was due in respect of the Monument.  
LN: to arrange a li�er pick in February.  
RC: to check point on Cox’s Farm Field with Duncan Smith at SHDC; to supply 
names and contacts of firms who supplied a road sweeper. 
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Stretewise - Events 
The Probus Club of Stoke Fleming & District 
Where friendliness ma�ers above all else.  
We are non-sectarian, non-poli�cal and a not-for-profit club.  
We support the concept of charitable ac�vi�es but do not undertake 
any fund raising or charitable works. 

Wednesday 8th April 2020  
The mee�ng will commence at 10.30am with coffee, 

followed by a talk by Dave Jeffery en�tled   
The Poten�al of Driverless Cars. Dan Dare used them 

in the Eagle comic in 1950: 70 years on they are  
under very serious study and development. 

Wednesday 22nd April 2020  
The mee�ng will commence at 10.30am with coffee, 

followed by a talk by Roger Hamilton en�tled  
Dutch Windmills. Normally associated with pictures of 
Dutch country folk wearing clogs and baggy trousers, 

they actually built a large part of Holland. 

Wednesday 13th May 2020  
The mee�ng will commence at 10.30am with coffee, 

followed by a talk by Mike Lakey en�tled  
The Ba�le of Britain. 80 years on from the 1940 
ba�le—some thoughts from a former RAF pilot. 

Wednesday 10th June 2020 
The mee�ng will commence at 10.30am with coffee, 

followed by a talk by Norman Maudsley en�tled  
Walking in the steps of Lawrence of Arabia  

Lawrence rose to be an advisor to kings and govern-
ments. He was a lover of camels and motor cycles. 

Wednesday 24th June 2020 
The mee�ng will commence at 10.30am with coffee, 

followed by a talk by John Wibberley en�tled  
Trees for All.  Summer is the perfect �me to think 

about trees and cool forests! 

Summer Ou�ng . Wednesday 20th May 2020  Lunch and something a bit special. 
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Wednesday 8th July 2020  
The mee�ng will commence at 10.30am with coffee, 
followed by a talk by Paul Young en�tled A�ack on 

the World Trade Centre. 19 years ago. Is this  
sufficient �me to objec�vely review the terrible 
a�ack that changed a na�on’s foreign policies?  

The club is keen to a�ract new members and a warm welcome will be given to 
guests. If you would like to come along and be a guest please contact  
Graham Lewis, our Secretary, on 01803 712248  

Salcombe Crab Fes�val - Sunday 3rd May 2020 
Announcement: Salcombe Crabfest 2020 postponed. 
We are now planning to hold Salcombe Crabfest  
on Sunday 27th September 2020.

Children’s Hospice SW Events 
The 17th annual Dartmouth Art & Cra� Weekend 
takes place on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th June 
from 10am to 4pm daily. An interes�ng and fun 
weekend with around 40 ar�sts and cra� workers in 
the beau�ful se�ng of Royal Avenue Gardens in Dartmouth. Children’s ac�vi�es 
plus entertainment from a wide range of musical and dance performers, with teas, 
homemade cakes and snacks provided by Children’s Hospice volunteers and sup-
porters. Pitches for ar�sts and cra� workers to display/sell their work are £70 for 
the two days; a gazebo will be required.  
Contact - Ar�st bookings: Iain McCall: Tel: 01803 832258, Email: 
iain.mccall1940@gmail.com General enquiries: Sue Tweed  Tel: 01803 770730, 
Email: tweed833@b�nternet.com 
All funds raised from all our events will help Children’s Hospice South West to  
provide specialist care and support for over 500 families with life-limited children in 
the South West – making the most of short and precious lives.  For more details of 
our Friends Group or CHSW, contact Sue Tweed, contact details as above. 

Charitable Ladies Events 
Stoke Fleming Charitable Ladies’ Summer Fair on 11th July. The group meets on the 
1st Wednesday of each month (except January and August) to organise three local 
fundraising events each year. New members from Stoke Fleming and surrounding 
areas would be most welcome. Contact: Sue Tweed (Secretary) on 01803 770730 or 
tweed833@b�nternet.com for more informa�on.   
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From 

Beau�ful Garden    
Design in the  
South West 
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Strete Social Club 11th February, contributed by Chris Burne 
Dorothy Teal welcomed members and thanked them for venturing out on such a 
cold and windy day. She advised members that Janice Varnam had decided to stand 
down as Treasurer and that Heather Robinson had offered to take on the job. It was 
proposed and seconded that Heather Robinson be elected the new Treasurer.  
Dorothy then said our speaker for the day was unable to come so Roy Kendall had 
kindly agreed to step in and talk about his family's evacua�on from their farm  
during the D Day landing exercises. Roy was 6 years old and he remembers his  
father being very disgruntled in having to move his family and all his livestock,  
par�cularly as they had to arrange most of this themselves when there was li�le 
communica�on at that �me - very few people had telephones or cars.  The family (6 
of them) moved to his grandparent’s small co�age at North Huish. They made  
arrangements to move their ca�le and sheep to Bu�erford Farm, North Huish, Nr. 
Avonwick and Roy's father had to walk there twice a day to milk the cows. Roy went 
to school in nearby Dip�ord but his sister had to walk to Dip�ord and then catch a 
bus to Totnes. He remembered one day when he was out with some friends and 
met some Americans and they were given sweets - a real treat at that �me when 
there were shortages of 
everything and ra�oning.  
Although as farmers they 
fared be�er for food 
than those in the towns. 
Another �me he remem-
bers, when walking 
home from Slapton 
school they were pulled 
into a hedge by  
engineers erec�ng  
telephone cables when a German plane appeared which was being chased by one of 
ours. As the boys took cover the dogfight took place and the German plane was shot 
down landing in Strete. They moved back to the farm in October 1944 - prior to 
that, the area had to be checked as during the exercises live ammuni�on had been 
used and this had to be cleared. Ammuni�on is s�ll being found today.  
They were tenant farmers at the �me but a�er the war his father bought the farm. 
Members asked ques�ons: how did they manage, was there running water and 
electricity and was there food shortages? He said there was no running water or 
electricity - this was not installed un�l much later. Roy said he remembers on their 
return the number of rats around and in the farm, doors were missing - obviously 
used by the Americans for firewood. Dorothy then thanked Roy warmly for a most 
interes�ng talk, saying that it brought back memories for many of us. 
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Do you or someone you know struggle to pay energy bills? 
Ci�zens Advice South Hams is helping local residents to make significant savings on 
their energy bills. Clients have typically made energy cost savings of £200-£500 a 
year. In addi�on, South Hams residents have been supported to secure grants to-
wards energy efficiency improvements in their homes. These energy savings help 
reduce the level of fuel poverty in such households.  

This is vital work, as shocking new sta�s�cs from Na�onal Energy Ac�on reveal that 
one in five private rented households in the UK are in fuel poverty. A household is 
considered to be in fuel poverty if 10% or more of the household income is spent on 
fuel – in short that’s money spent on hea�ng, hot water and running appliances. 
Fuel poor households commonly face the difficult choice between ea�ng and 
hea�ng. Unknown to many, and o�en hidden amongst the beauty of Devon, local 
people are struggling to pay their energy bills.  Nearly half of fuel poor households 
are in employment but s�ll struggling.  

Nick White, from Ci�zens Advice South Hams says, “Fuel poverty is caused by com-
bina�ons of low incomes, high energy prices and energy inefficient housing. Our 
trained Energy Advisers can help people who are struggling to pay their energy bills 
or who are worried about hea�ng their homes during the winter months.   

“We have a home visi�ng service to advise on homes with - expensive hea�ng sys-
tems, draught, damp and mould.  Recently we helped a householder whose storage 
radiator was not wired properly.  The landlord has fixed the problem and reim-
bursed the tenant by £700.  In another case we helped a client who could not un-
derstand why he was paying over £2,000 a year in energy bills.  We liaised with the 
energy company, iden�fied an error and facilitated reimbursement totalling £985.” 

If you would like to talk to Ci�zens Advice South Hams energy efficiency team, call 
01803-659733 or email energy.advice@southhamscab.org.uk. 
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Strete Social Club 25th February, contributed by Chris Burne 
Dorothy Teal opened the mee�ng by saying she had recently received a request 
from the Parish Hall commi�ee that the £200 we had given towards a new porch be 
used for a new back door as the proposed porch was too expensive. Disappoint-
ment was expressed that the porch was not to be built and it was suggested that 
perhaps a grant could be applied for. Also, concern was expressed at the condi�on 
of the step at the porch entrance and it was felt this should be repaired. Dorothy 
agreed to go back to the commi�ee with our concerns. 
Judith then introduced our member, Joan Kendal, who had kindly agreed to speak 
to us about the hats in her life and her memories.  Joan began by saying that hats 
were either considered frivolous or a necessity and like marmite, either loved or 
hated! She gave us some brief facts on the history of hats saying that in the Middle 
Ages it was decreed that hats be worn for worship and although not obligatory, this 
con�nues today. Up un�l the 18th century, hats were made at home but then milli-
ners sprung up and the word millinery came from the Italian city of Milan where 
from the 17th century straw was produced and later made into hats.   
Hats played a big part in Joan's life and she brought along a selec�on with photos of 
different events. There were photos of her grandparents on the beach wearing 
"sensible hats" not the sunhats we wear now.  Easter was the �me for a new hat:  
Joan remembers her mother and sisters going to the milliners in Buckfastleigh.  
She o�en looked in the window and was very excited when they went in to view 
the hats and to this day, she s�ll loves trying on hats. The first hat she showed us 
was a red boater which she wore at her younger son's gradua�on and then a small 
cream hat, similar to one Princess Diana once wore and this was bought for her son, 
Nigel's wedding. She then showed us a genuine fez (very similar to the one Tommy 
Cooper used to wear) and two very smart bowler hats. The fez was bought by one  
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of her uncles on his travels abroad and was highly prized. The bowlers were the 
property of her grandfather and another uncle. Bowlers were made specifically for 
the person and beau�fully made. Joan has treasured these and they were in pris�ne 
condi�on. Her father's preference was for a trilby hat and when it was past its best, 
he would wear it in the garden. She said she did not like the present trend of  
baseball caps and mourned the loss of the tradi�onal tweed cap. Her uncle always 
wore a cap when farming and turned this round with the brim at the back when 
milking his cows. Various hats were then displayed, a beau�ful navy straw hat worn 
for a visit to St James’s Palace when her son received his  Duke of Edinburgh's gold 
award, a blue confec�on that 
she wore with her going away 
ou�it a�er her wedding and  
a large fur hat which she  
likened to the "dead cat" in the  
Specsavers advert! However, we 
all agreed that the last exhibit a 
large black and white hat bought 
for a wedding was our favourite. 

Strete Parish Hall 

Can You Help? 
The Strete Parish Hall Commi�ee need someone to act as Treasurer. 

A�er many years of sterling work our current treasurer is stepping 
down. You would be taking over healthy well documented accounts, 
helping to keep the Strete 
Parish Hall a viable centre 
for social village life. 

Please contact:  
Penny Penhale  
commi�ee secretary. 
p.g.penhale@hotmail.com 
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Strete Social Club 10th March, contributed by Joan Kendall 
Our mee�ng on a wet and windy day started off with our leader informing the 
members of the posi�on of the dona�on that they gave a long �me ago towards  
the construc�on of a new porch at the rear of the hall which had to date not  
materialised. 

Our speaker for the a�ernoon was then introduced, Janet 
Sellick who spoke on “Agatha Chris�e and her Poisons” ably 
assisted by her husband on the Power Point. This was a 
most interes�ng talk which also took in various places that 
Agatha had visited abroad. On the screen we saw pictures 
into which were ‘hidden’ different forms, from the one of 
Burgh Island which if you traced it along the top edge  
revealed a face.  Another one was of a scene with trees and 
when you looked  
closely the outline of a figure of a woman could be defined 
between the two trees. Apparently not all can see this with-
out it being pointed out to them. Many postage stamps 

were designed one bearing, as with the others, a hidden figure laid on its side which 
if you traced it from le� to right was the head of Poirot, from his hat down to the 
eye, then his moustache and finally his bow �e. At the end of her talk Janet  
answered some ques�ons.   
She was thanked by Judy. A�er which we all enjoyed our usual cup of tea and  
biscuit served by Colleen and Sheila J.  

A �me when  
that word  
meant something 
of a treat. 
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Reflections on the past 
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In fond memory of 
Brian Smalley  

1941 -  2020 
Past away peacefully at home on the 28th February 2020,  

aged 78 years. 
A most loving and treasured Husband to Avril. 

Devoted Father to Richard and Mandy. 
Grandpa to Jake and Chloe. 

‘Forever in our hearts, sorely missed always’. 
A memorial Celebra�on Service of Brian’s life, was held  on 
Thursday 19th March at St Michaels Church in Stokenham. 

The family requested that bright colours should be worn to celebrate a jovial man. 
 

“On behalf of The Parish Hall Commi�ee I would like to express sympathy to all  
the family on the passing of Brian. Brian was a great supporter of Strete Village Day, 
always interested in the a�endance and ac�vi�es of the major Village Day event of 
the year. He was par�cularly generous in providing  dona�ons.  
Not only for this support will we miss him, but it is always a major encouragement to 
the Strete Parish Hall Commi�ee, to have someone who is quietly so interested in the 
events of village. 
His memory will be marked in the Minutes of the Parish Hall Commi�ee. 
Mar�n Sobey - Chairman – The Strete Parish Hall Commi�ee” 

 
Dona�ons by re�ring collec�on will be shared between Rowcro� Hospice and R.N.L.I 

or c/o 
R.C. Pillar & Sons Ltd. Anzac Street, 

Dartmouth, TQ6 9DL. 

Dartmouth Music Fes�val 
 15th, 16th and 17th May 
Dates have been changed from 8th 9th and 
10th May 2020, to 15th, 16th and 17th May 
2020, in recogni�on of the importance of the 75th VE Day celebra�ons. Over 100 
live acts perform in this family-friendly three-day event. Free to a�end.  
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The Kings Arms - Asset of Community Value 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020  www.strete.org.uk 
Five years ago, the Kings Arms was registered as an Asset of Community Value 
(ACV) with South Hams District Council (SHDC). The inten�on was to ensure that the 
village con�nued to have a pub that would provide the social heart of the village. 
Whilst recent news sugges�ng a lease may be offered to new management is very 
welcome, the Parish Council are mindful that the village s�ll needs to have the pro-
tec�on that an ACV order provides, going forward. 
The �me has come for the ACV order to be renewed and we need to demonstrate 
to SHDC that the pub really is the main social hub of the village. 
This is where we need the help of the community to demonstrate to SHDC that if 
the Kings Arms came onto the market the village community would work together 
to keep it as a pub. 

To see the le�er that has been distributed to each household in the parish go to 
www.strete.org.uk and follow the link. 
If you have not received the le�er, please print and �ck the box/es on the second 
page where you feel you can offer support and add your name, contact details and  
signature. Please return it to the address at the top of the le�er, the Village Shop, 
or to any Parish Councillor.  

 

The future of the  
village pub may  
lie en�rely in the 
hands of village 
residents – please 
come forward  
and support this 
important issue.  
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PRESENT 
Cllr Kate Gill, Chairman (KG); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr David Rothwell (DR); Cllr Gra-
ham Campbell (GC); Cllr Peter Hales (PH); Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kings-
bridge Division (JB) [arrived later]; Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & 
Strete Ward (RF); Mrs. Helen Darch – Clerk. 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No members of the public a�ended the mee�ng. 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
JB informed the mee�ng that Devon County Council [DCC] had set a budget with an 
increase of 1.99% on services and 2% extra on Adult Social Care. Overall the County 
budget had gone up from £1,294m gross in 2019/20 to £1,390m gross in 2020/21 
with the central government contribu�on [core funding] increasing by 1.63% or 
£1.65m on 2019/20. On average this represents an increase of £55.17 on a Band D 
council tax levy to £1,439.46. There was extra central funding toward Adult Social 
Care. Special Educa�onal Needs sees a cumula�ve deficit of £45m in 2020/21 car-
ried forward as a nega�ve reserve un�l funding is available.  
h�ps://www.devon.gov.uk/finance-and-budget/budgets/ 
JB informed the mee�ng that there was to be a Coleridge Associa�on mee�ng on 
the 26th February which has a number of items to discuss. One of these is the ar-
rangements on the future of the monument down at Strete Gate. The Field Studies 
Council wanted £900 per annum from the parishes toward maintenance. RF com-
mented one parish had stated they would not contribute at all toward costs. RC was 
concerned the £44,380 award made from the Coastal Revival Fund to the Slapton 
Line Partnership [SLP] in March 2019 to relocate the Monument and renovate the 
tank memorial would be lost if works weren’t done by the end of March 2020. He 
also recommended a landscaping plan be drawn up but KG said the area had been 
�died up. RC thought if landscaping was done properly then a maintenance plan 
could be agreed for the future. JB noted that if funding is not agreed then the 
maintenance won’t take place. It might be be�er if say a five-year guarantee of 
funding was agreed at first and this could be reviewed a�er five years. An alterna-
�ve might be to do an annual ‘spring clean’ of the monument with volunteers taking 
part.  

STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com       
01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD IN STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2020 AT 7.00 PM  
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A second item for discussion at the Coleridge Associa�on mee�ng is the Climate 
Change Emergency. South Hams District Council [SHDC] has set aside £400,000 for 
emergency climate change projects which might be applied for by local groups to 
include parish councils; this will fund ini�a�ves to combat Climate Change. Parishes 
need to come up with a climate ac�on plan and collaborate with other parishes.  
A third item for the Coleridge Associa�on mee�ng is the new arrangements for rub-
bish collec�on which starts on 28th September. There will be a number of separate 
containers which will hold different types of waste for instance glass, paper and 
kitchen organic waste. JB briefly explained the containers which include a kitchen 
caddy, two boxes of 1� by 2� dimensions with lids and another recyclable bag. 
KG asked what sorts of plas�c would be recycled. JB replied black plas�c wouldn’t 
be recycled. PH asked if glass bo�les would now be used for milk rather than plas�c 
but JB wasn’t sure.  
The hierarchy for waste is: USE LESS – REUSE - RECYCLE  
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF updated the mee�ng on the budget set by SHDC. The budget was set last week in 
a unanimous vote with a Council Tax increase of 3.99% which is the maximum in-
crease permi�ed. The Band D precept for SHDC is £170.42 per payer up £5 on the 
previous year. There is no new money from Central Government. SHDC holds 
£1.75m in reserves but for a council this type and size around £1.5m is the mini-
mum recommended. The Liberal Democrats want to use reserves to fund greater 
services. The SHDC will receive around 9% of each council tax bill on average. In 
comparison, the Police precept amounts to around 11% per taxpayer. All of this 
breakdown will be seen on the bills sent out in March. 
SHDC has plans to build more social housing owned by the council rather than a 
Housing Associa�on [eg Live West] with around 55 new houses planned in the next 
year across the district. There are 17 sites that could be used for this housing and a 
number of other sites in the local plan. GC asked if the Right to Buy scheme would 
apply here and was told it would not. Car parking charges were budgeted as a one-
off increase of £80,000. Any income raised above that would be deployed toward 
electric carpark charging points. The amount of £400,000 available toward climate 
change ini�a�ves available to groups in the district will be over the life of the  
current administra�on.  
RF also ran through the new arrangements for recycling of materials from  
September this year. Much more sor�ng will be done by the householder and  
at the collec�on lorry rather than later on at the waste �p. Glass will be collected at 
source rather than going to the bo�le bank. The paper bank and glass bo�le banks 
on the Totnes Road will be taken away as the waste should be collected in the  
domes�c collec�on.  
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SHDC has invested in the retail site rented by Marks and Spencer in Dartmouth. This 
investment in commercial property has a higher rate of return [even with debt 
charges] than other assets at the moment. Loan rates with the Public Works Loan 
Board are cheap at rates of around 2.3%. 
0220/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC). 
0220/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 16 JANUARY 2020 
The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by 
the Chairman.   
0220/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, includ-
ing the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be consid-
ered at this mee�ng. None were declared. 
0220/4    CLERK’S REPORT 
Confiden�al waste. Andrea found some old parish records which are out of date 
and need to be destroyed. She has obtained a quote for £40 from a specialist in 
confiden�al waste disposal in Plymouth to handle the waste. Resolved: Clerk to 
raise an order for the sum advised for the confiden�al waste disposal. 
Li�er pick. Louise has arranged a li�er pick on the 7th March and sent round infor-
ma�on/posted it on no�ceboards. 
A le�er from the PCC has been received asking the council to take over the works 
and responsibility for the inscrip�on for Sapper James Gordon. Resolved: Clerk to 
contact the monumental mason and organise works. 
Parish Paths Partnership P3 scheme. The P3 scheme allows member parishes to 
keep up the rights of way in their area by using grants from the scheme. This 
scheme is a partnership between parishes, DCC and voluntary groups. It delegates 
responsibility to the parish but funding is available through this scheme rather than 
the Locali�es budget or SLCF. Funding is based on a mileage rate for the public 
rights of way in a parish plus bids for special projects. The P3 officer, Ros Davis is 
happy to a�end a mee�ng in the near future if we are interested. Resolved: The 
Clerk invite the P3 officer to the next mee�ng on 19th March to make a presenta-
�on on the scheme. 
Pub and Asset of Community Value. Recent work was undertaken by PH on the 
issue including a discussion with the Publican in December. The Clerk confirmed 
with Rob Sekula [Specialist Assets and Placemaking] that we would need to sub-
mit the applica�on eight weeks before the 5-year expiry date to give SHDC �me to 
review the papers. 
Climate change consulta�on from SHDC. Email 6th Feb. Consulta�on response due 
by 31st March.  
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Resolved: to carry over the discussion and response to the next mee�ng. 
Local Green Space Development Plan email 7th Feb. From SHDC. Extra protec�on 
for green spaces in the Plymouth Policy area. Response due by 23rd March. Re-
solved: to carry over the discussion and response to the next mee�ng. 
The report was received.  
0220/5 CHAIR’S REPORT 
    20th February 2020 
Slapton Line Partnership/PC Mee�ng on 3rd February at Slapton. Helen and I 
a�ended and Helen took mee�ng notes of Peter Chamberlain’s statement. 
Julian Brazil has called a mee�ng of the Coleridge Associa�on on the 26th February 
for 7pm at Stokenham Village Hall.  There are two items on the agenda being the 
Slapton War Memorial and The Climate Change Ac�on Plan. Everyone is welcome 
including any members of parish groups who might be interested in either of these 
topics. Please pass the informa�on on to as many as possible. Thank you, Julian. 
Maintenance. As a ma�er of interest there were some quite large branches fallen in 
the road just above Strete Gate earlier this week. They were from the trees in the 
area of the War memorial’s proposed new home. Nothing was done by the Field 
Centre to remove them. Rightly or wrongly I considered them a big traffic hazard 
and in Ian’s absence yesterday I asked my maintenance man to cut them up and 
remove them. I used my car as a temporary shield for him whilst the work was in 
progress. I used my hazard warning lights and brake lights whilst the engine was 
running. It took ten minutes at most. Fortunately, the traffic was light but a Number 
3 bus did pass by. 
Playpark. Helen Hardwicke’s report tells us nothing new: the moles are just going 
about their business making more mole hills. The playpark is in good order despite 
the appalling weather. 
Prideaux/Severns Lane. I have been in contact with Charles Dixon and he kindly 
forwarded a map showing the ownership of the land by the Strete Estate. Graham 
has very kindly been working on the provision of security barriers. 
GC asked for an update on the proposed helicopter landing pad at Manor Farm. 
KG explained the fuse boxes were installed and armoured cable already in place. 
The Devon Air Ambulance Trust has inspected the site and drawn up a specifica�on. 
Councillors wondered if a planning applica�on could be submi�ed but KG advised 
she needed an accurate specifica�on for the dimensions of the landing site before 
this could be done. 
The Chair’s report was received. 
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0220/6     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
0349/20/FUL. Landcombe House TQ6 ORH. Retrospec�ve applica�on for a new 
access driveway using an exis�ng entrance. The blocking up of the exis�ng entrance 
and the reduc�on in size of the exis�ng parking area. 
Councillors discussed the applica�on and expressed concerns on the impact of the 
entrance on the AONB. It was decided to reply with ‘See comment’. The comment 
reads: ‘Whilst we agreed to the original planning applica�on on the House, we did 
not expect this construc�on entrance as a permanent feature visible from the 
coastal footpath with a detrimental impact on the AONB’. 
0158/20/ARC. The Kings Arms Strete TQ6 ORW. Applica�on for approval of details 
reserved by condi�ons 3, 4 & 5 of listed building consent 0541/19/LBC. It was re-
solved to support the applica�on. 
0012/20/HHO. Turnpike Co�age, Vicarage Lane Strete TQ6 0RN. Householder ap-
plica�on for altera�ons and extension and reloca�on of oil tank. Councillors dis-
cussed the plans and how access to the site would be managed.  It was resolved to 
object on the basis that there was restricted access to the site and no construc�on 
management plan in place. 
Addi�onal discussion. Alkantara Vicarage Lane TQ6 0RN: parishioner applica�on to 
access the Village Green/ Tannen Land to move a hot tub onto their property. The 
agreement between DCC and Strete Parish Council for management of the Village 
Green by the Parish Council was consulted. This puts an obliga�on on the Parish 
Council [under Clause 3.11 of the Management Agreement]: -  
‘[The parish council] exercise all reasonable endeavours to prevent anything being 
done on the Land that may be or become a nuisance or annoyance or cause damage 
to the County Council or owners or occupiers of neighbouring premises.’ 
It was resolved the Clerk would write to the applicant and their neighbours to 
consult with and obtain their confirma�on that the applica�on would not result in 
detriment to them as outlined in Clause 3.11. 
0220/7 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
NP Report for PC – February 2020 
Correspondence with Mr Dixon has been more frequent over the past month. Fol-
lowing Mr Dixon’s request for an extension of the examina�on of the Plan this was 
submi�ed to the Examiner and formally agreed un�l the end of April 2020.  
A�er considering the posi�ve nego�a�ons to date there is an opportunity un�l the 
end of April to determine whether a scheme that is sa�sfactory to Mr Dixon and the 
NPG looks likely to succeed. It is not unreasonable to expect that this �me should be 
used as produc�vely as possible before a termina�on of the plan by the Examiner is 
requested. The Neighbourhood Plan Group would not reject withdrawing the Plan  
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from the current Examina�on process if an appropriate scheme to reflect that de-
velopment can be accommodated within the whole of CFF site without necessarily 
including all of the land in the built development could be nego�ated. This would 
require consulta�on with the community and relevant bodies prior to Regula�on 15 
submission if this circumstance arose. In considera�on of this it is suggested that, 
prior to undertaking any further rewrites of the Policy or consulta�on on it, that Mr 
Dixon arranges a viability appraisal to establish whether there is scope for a nego�-
ated scheme that could be agreed.  
SHDC confirmed no objec�on to the site enlargement being proposed as a precursor 
to the Viability Assessment as well as the Plan having to return to Regula�on 15 and 
undergo further consulta�on under Regula�on 16 followed by a second Examina-
�on.  
Mr Dixon commented that SNPG ac�ons have forced costs of a viability study upon 
the Landowner. In addi�on, Mr Dixon advised that, if his clients agree to proceed 
with the viability study, they may not necessarily make it available to SNPG or SHDC 
if they decide to treat it as confiden�al.  
SHDC have suggested the Viability Team at Plymouth contact Mr Dixon in the hope 
of finding a way forward with Mr Dixon. They will try and facilitate a conversa�on/
solu�on to the current impasse at no cost. Apparently, we can assess and control 
their involvement in any event to ensure costs are not incurred at least in the facili-
ta�on phase. We can decide a�er this is if we want to con�nue with their services.  
The Viability Team at Plymouth have spoken to Mr Dixon who has confirmed that a 
viability study for CFF has been commissioned with an an�cipated comple�on in 
three weeks. Mr Dixon has agreed to liaise with the Viability Team at Plymouth on 
the content of the viability study who will assess its validity against recognised pro-
cesses used in these circumstances. They have details of all correspondence be-
tween Strete Estate, SHDC and SNPG and will provide an update on any nego�a�ons 
that take place. 
The NP report was received. 
0220/8 UPDATE ON THE SLAPTON LINE & PLACING OF THE WAR MEMORIAL 
 This has already been covered in 0220/5.  
0220/9 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
Greenspace. The contractor has not been able to work under the inclement 
weather condi�ons experienced recently. The contractor was s�ll due to visit and 
do works on rolling the road down at Prideaux Lane [Severns Co�ages] a�er the 
‘road race’ incident. This was noted.  
Broadband. The Clerk noted that the broadband contract was due to expire in April 
2020. Resolved: The Clerk would look at what was available and report back to the 
mee�ng. 
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It was noted that the bus shelter needs new gu�ering.  
0220/10 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 KG (Chair) Playpark. This was covered in 0220/5.  
LN Transport and Roads. The Clerk read out a report sent in by LN. 
’ I don’t really have anything to report except that it is so good that there has not 
been a problem, as far as I am aware, during this terrible weather on the Totnes 
road.  I spoke to Philip Knight’s assistant today regarding hedge cu�ng: they have 
had a problem with the alternator on their tractor but should be doing it soon, and 
he will pass on the message to Philip.  I will let you know about the billing for hedge 
cu�ng.’  
Councillors briefly discussed the state of the hedges and whether hedge cu�ng was 
being done. They also acknowledged the informa�on sent, via the Clerk, to all from 
DCC Highways which outlined the responsibili�es of councils and land owners for 
drains. Road sweeping was raised again and whether sweeping was being done on 
the A379 and in the village.  RC had circulated some names of contractors who 
could quote for the work in January. 
DR Health and Safety. DR advised he is registered as the snow warden. He has 
checked the grit bins and needs to check the salt stores are sufficient. DCC will re-
plenish these on request at no cost. The defibrillator is checked regularly. He needs 
to upload an official post code for GPS and will use that of the Post Office.  
IC Rights of Way, tree warden and Strete Gate.  IC was absent. KG noted she had 
kept an eye on Strete Gate in IC’s absence.  
RC Planning and Neighbourhood Plan. RC had nothing to add.  
PH The VAS sign and local transport liaison.  PH noted there was nothing to add on 
the VAS sign. He informed the mee�ng of a mee�ng with Stagecoach in Exeter next 
week and asked for any items for that mee�ng. For example, the ini�a�ve to get a 
bus service to the Torbay Hospital might be raised. Stagecoach had cited £300k to 
provide a regular service to Torbay Hospital and the Willows. It was thought the 
most likely outcome would be an on-demand service to take people to the hospital. 
PH also asked if there were any concerns with the No 3 bus route which runs 
through the village to Dartmouth and Plymouth. 
GC Village Green. GC picked up on the broken swing gate at the Village Green 
[raised 0120/10]. He will ask the Ellis’s to quote and DR will approach Phil Cruse to 
see if he can quote for the work. GC also gave an update on the planned works to 
put in barriers on Prideaux Lane. The Public Rights of Way Warden [Paul McFadden] 
had asked by email on 13th February that the parish council confirm an agreement 
on the works and future arrangements on Prideaux Lane. Councillors had seen this 
email and noted their agreement. Resolved: The Clerk reply to Paul McFadden to  
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confirm the council’s acceptance of the terms in his email of 13th February. 
Paul McFadden also requested that keys be available to users of the lane. It was 
resolved the Clerk would hold a set of keys for users to borrow. GC also noted the 
complexi�es of insurance cover and ques�oned whether this was always necessary 
if say a working party was convened to do minor ad hoc works. Resolved: The Clerk 
would consult the insurer on whether temporary extra cover was available for 
working par�es to do works in the parish. 
0220/11(a) FINANCE    
The Clerk supplied the mee�ng with a list of cheques for payment.     

 
It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise payments as enumerated 
above. 
0220/11(b) FINANCE 
A monitoring report for the year to January 2020 had been circulated already 
along with a cashflow projec�on.  The latest projec�on of 2019/20 to the end of 
March 2020 gives CR 3,528.23. It was agreed the latest monitoring should be 
published on the no�ceboards.  Resolved the Clerk would provide the monitor-
ing statements for the boards and website.  
0220/11(c) FINANCE 
Cash at bank – £6,361.33CR Current account at 10/02/20, £10,290.59CR Business 
Reserve account at 10/02/20. 
0220/11 (d) FINANCE.  
Precept. The budget set for 2020/21 was discussed in detail. A budget that outlined 
works and ac�vi�es for 2020/21 put together by RC had been circulated prior to the 
mee�ng. PH noted he was struggling to jus�fy the precept of £13,000. RC comment-
ed the parish was taking on a number of ac�vi�es such as the work on buddle holes,   

1695 – Mr J Gilbert. Hedge cu�ng 
and clearing the road with a blower 
£435 plus VAT. 
  

1696- Strete Parish Hall hire Janu-
ary £30. 

1697- Clerk salary February £249. 
  

1698 – Kingsbridge Websites annu-
al hos�ng package of website for 
Strete £60. 
  

1699 – Informa�on Commissioner’s 
Office annual compliance fee £40. 
Reimbursement to Clerk for pay-
ment on card. 
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road sweepers and extra gully sucking. DR suggested a programme of works that 
parish was taking on be published regularly so parishioners could see what was go-
ing on. Resolved: The Clerk update the budget ‘in neat’ and circulate it. 
Councillors then discussed Climate Change and possible ini�a�ves. These might in-
clude mini energy plants for local communi�es, solar/water-based energy, and the 
plan�ng of grass rather than trees as grass was known to absorb more carbon than 
trees. PH had experience of windfarms and community benefit funds from when he 
lived in Scotland. Resolved: The Clerk to send round informa�on from her course 
in January which covered Climate Change.   
0220/12 CORRESPONDENCE 
Correspondence as listed on the agenda was noted.  
0220/13 REPORTS 
Councillors were asked if there was anything else to add. GC asked if there was any 
progress on the steps down to the beach. This had been ongoing over 18 months. 
KG said she would chase RF again on this. GC and RC will get cos�ngs for work to 
reinstate the steps and report back to the mee�ng. PH asked for Climate Change to 
be a standing item on the agenda. GC suggested Jeremy Swainston might be a good 
reference for green ini�a�ves. GC also asked about a dona�on to the Ci�zens Ad-
vice Bureau [raised 0120/10]. This is budgeted for 2020/21. 
0220/14 THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 
19 MARCH 2020 IN STRETE PARISH HALL AT 7.00 PM.  
THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.25 p.m. 
Signed:  Cllr Kate Gill (Chair)     Dated: 19 MARCH 2020 

ACTION POINTS: 
Clerk: to raise an order for the sum advised for the confiden�al waste disposal; 
to contact the monumental mason and organise works; to invite the P3 officer to 
the next mee�ng on 19th March to make a presenta�on on the scheme; Re Al-
kantara: to write to the applicant and their neighbours to consult with and ob-
tain their confirma�on that the applica�on would not result in detriment to 
them as outlined in Clause 3.11; to look at what was available for Broadband and 
report back to the mee�ng; to hold a set of keys for users on Prideaux Lane to 
borrow; to consult the insurer on whether temporary extra cover was available 
for working par�es to do works in the parish; to provide the monitoring state-
ments for the boards and website; to update the budget ‘in neat’ and circulate it; 
to send round informa�on from her course in January which covered Climate 
Change; to reply to Paul McFadden to confirm the council’s acceptance of the 
terms in his email of 13th February. KG: to chase RF on the ma�er of the steps at 
Strete Gate. RC/GC: to obtain cos�ngs for work to reinstate the steps at Strete 
Gate and report back to the council.  
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The latest on The Kings Arms at Strete 
Star�ng any business is demanding but the last few weeks has thrown even the 
most experienced business people. When Dave asked us to write something for 
Stretewise we had a reasonably clear view of things. But then Cornavirus struck. 
Now there is so much uncertainty but I thought I could start by trying to answer the 
ques�ons we are most o�en asked. 
What type of pub is it going to be? 
We strongly believe it should be more of a village pub and obviously it needs more 
stability to build momentum. But pubs are changing. We’ve been looking around 
the country at the new ways of making village pubs successful. You can’t only rely 
on drinking trade anymore, and the ones that do well play a more central role in the 
everyday life of the local community. They get used as a mee�ng place for different 
groups to come together, and at different �mes of day. People have men�oned a 
walking group, a gardeners club, knit and na�er, open mike nights, cyclists break-
fasts, flower arranging and willow weaving. The list goes on. These are exactly the 
kind of things we’d love to encourage. Ul�mately a good village pub is a place where 
people feel at home, with a sense of ownership, and are proac�ve in the way they 
use it.  
What will the basic offer be? 
To put an end to this open/close cycle that has gone on, the pub needs to appeal 
across the board, it needs different income streams, and it needs to have the loyal 
ac�ve support of the locals - as well as making the most of the summer trade. Obvi-
ously a good pub for a pint or a glass of wine. Good quality, accessible food, for all 
age groups. To cater for the different groups men�oned above, we might develop 
the day�me offer differently, so we might experiment with more of a café offering 
by day. Tied together by a year round ac�vi�es’ calendar, in a more cosy, relaxed 
environment, making the most of that beau�ful view to the coast and the sea.  
What is the current status? 
As it stands, the honest answer is: hard to say. We had planned to open for Easter. 
We had a manger lined up and we were close to making the kitchen opera�onal 
when the coronavirus struck. Charlie then had to focus on his exis�ng business at 
Bayards Cove. Then pubs closed across the country. And now we’re doing home 
schooling! I’m not a publican so I’m looking for help and talking to various people. 
Let’s see where we get to in the coming weeks before commi�ng to a �meline. But, 
if we can get the stars to align, it shouldn’t be too long before the pub is open and 
serving the community.  
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Children’s Hospice SW Events 
The 17th annual Dartmouth Art & Cra� Weekend 
takes place on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th June 
from 10am to 4pm daily. An interes�ng and fun 
weekend with around 40 ar�sts and cra� workers in 
the beau�ful se�ng of Royal Avenue Gardens in Dartmouth. Children’s ac�vi�es 
plus entertainment from a wide range of musical and dance performers, with teas, 
homemade cakes and snacks provided by Children’s Hospice volunteers and sup-
porters. Pitches for ar�sts and cra� workers to display/sell their work are £70 for 
the two days; a gazebo will be required.  
Contact - Ar�st bookings: Iain McCall: Tel: 01803 832258, Email: 
iain.mccall1940@gmail.com General enquiries: Sue Tweed  Tel: 01803 770730, 
Email: tweed833@b�nternet.com 
All funds raised from all our events will help Children’s Hospice South West to  
provide specialist care and support for over 500 families with life-limited children in 
the South West – making the most of short and precious lives.  For more details of 
our Friends Group or CHSW, contact Sue Tweed, contact details as above. 

Charitable Ladies Events 
Stoke Fleming Charitable Ladies’ Summer Fair on 11th July. The group meets on the 
1st Wednesday of each month (except January and August) to organise three local 
fundraising events each year. New members from Stoke Fleming and surrounding 
areas would be most welcome. Contact: Sue Tweed (Secretary) on 01803 770730 or 
tweed833@b�nternet.com for more informa�on.   

Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
Schools in the UK are to shut from Friday 20th March 
un�l further no�ce as a response to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
Schools will close except for looking a�er the children of keyworkers and vulnerable 
children. Nurseries, private schools and sixth forms are also being told to follow the 
guidance to close their doors.  

Non-essen�al travel  
The Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) now advises Bri�sh people against all 
non-essen�al travel worldwide. This advice takes effect immediately and applies 
ini�ally for a period of 30 days. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to unprecedented interna�onal border closures and 
other restric�ons. All countries may restrict travel without no�ce.  
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Stretewise Crossword - Answers 
Across  1: Deepen  3: Dexter  9: Fjord  10: Abandon 11: Teal  14: Piece  16: Eros 
18: Ace  19: Daub  20: Strum  23: Edam  25: Eli�st  26: Agile 28: Fennel  29: Pandit  
Down  1: Decamp  2: Enrage  4: Elf  5: Troy  6: Radius  7: Idle  8: En�cement  12: Lent  
15: Cube  19: Decaff  20: S�gma  21: Reined  22. Mutant  24: Kiln  27: Eve 

The secret seaside gardens of Blackpool Devon.  
In Spring 2000, Sir Geoffrey Newton Bt. set about 
the restora�on of the garden established in 1896 
by his ancestor, Robert Lydston Newman, Deputy 
Governor of the Bank of England, on land which 
had already been in the family for almost 100 
years. Robert’s eldest son, Sir Ralph Newman BT. 
extended the garden adding to the collec�on of 
semi-tropical plants gathered from the four cor-
ners of the world. Open every day from April to 
the end of September 10am to 4pm, subject to 
weather condi�ons. For further informa�on, or to 
leave a message, please telephone 01803 771801.  
Entry charges to Blackpool Gardens are £3.00 per 
adult – children are free.  
h�ps://www.blackpoolsands.co.uk/gardens.htm  

Dartmouth Park and Ride 
Buses start on 23 March 2019 and will run un�l 31st October 2019. 

Long Stay (11 Hours Charging Period Up to: Price 

Park and Ride  
TQ6 9LW 

All week 8.00 a.m. to 7.00 
p.m. 
Cars and motorcycles 

All day (Low Season FREE 

All day (High Season  £5.00 

2.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. (Low ) FREE 

2.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. (High) £3.00 

Coaches 
All day (Low Season) FREE 

All day (High Season) £7.00 

If you return from the town a�er the normal opera�ng hours you will be able to use 
the First bus service 90 from Dartmouth. It does not stop in the car park stop.   
It stops at a bus stop a very short distance away in the main road. 



To advise of need to empty paper or bottle bank  

BOTTLE BANK: 01803 861 199 
Or contact on line:  

https://www.southhams.gov.uk/article/5781/Full-Bottle-Bank 

PAPER BANK: 01803 861 234 

 TOTNES & DARTMOUTH RING AND RIDE 
 Phone between 10:00am and 12:00 midday  

01803 867 878  

Strete Post Office and Store:  
Pay in Telephone, electric, water rates,  
foreign currency and postal services round 
the world. 

If you bank with an English Bank such as: 
NatWest, Lloyds TSB, Barclays, Alliance and 
Leicester, the COOP, Cahoot or Smile, you 
can deposit and pay cheques. Withdrawals or  
deposit of cash can be made via your card  
(and PIN number).   

All contributions to the magazine are  
welcome: Recipes, Crosswords (not cryptic)  
articles, letters, but the editor reserves the 
right as to whether to include, edit or adjust 
the content. Contributions should be sent  
to stretewise@outlook.com or hard copies  
of contributions can be left at the to the  
Post Office. 

Copy deadline for next issue June/July is 23rd May 2020 
Stretewise is either £1 per copy purchased from the shop or £4.00 for a yearly  
subscription of six issues. To subscribe for 2020, send £4 to the editor, Stretewise, 
Strete TQ6 0RY, pay your distributor or pay at the Strete Post Office and Stores. 
Please provide your name, address. 

Stretewise Adver�sing: contact stretewise@outlook.com  
or Dave Jones 01803 770059. Adver�sing rates 2020, (Rates held for another year)  
Plus inclusion on the www.stretewise.co.uk website.  
A5 full colour page £150, Half Page colour £40 and One Third of a page colour £25.  




